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the plea urged on its behalf is the mere negative consideration that a particular thing, being a determinate mode of the attributes, cannot have in itself any suicidal element, but, being in existence, will not disappear without any external cause1. This amounts to no more than an absence of spontaneous change, and is only a statement, respecting any and everything, of the law of inertia for bodies in motion or at rest2. But to exclude a cause of destruction is not to provide a cause of fresh phenomena, and secure the development of a determinate history; and it is nothing less than this that Spinoza lays upon, the shoulders of his conatus, when he plants it and sets it to work within our human nature. It is not content with offering a dead weight against non-existence: it keeps at a distance whatever would reduce, and selects and appropriates whatever may increase, the scope of the nature which it guards: it inspires love and aversion for helps and hindrances respectively: it is the secret spring of all volition; and conducts the whole drama of enterprise and passion. Of no such positive power as this does the negative demonstration afford the slightest evidence; so far as it is granted, it must be as & postulate.
The inadequacy of this principle to the work it has to do becomes yet more evident, when we take into account Spinoza's doctrine of the two causalities, and the relation between essence and existence. Only in God (substance) and not in finite things, does essence involve existence: there is nothing in the essence of man to determine into existence, or out of existence, Paul or John or other men, few, many, or all: it is equally perfect as a definition of potential existence, whether actually realised or not. Now the seat of the conatus is in the essence of each thing3;
1 Eth. III. vi.                                               *
* See Trendelenburg's Beitrage, II. p. 82, especially note I. s Eth. III. vii.  ' The conatus of each thing to persist in its existence is simply the actual essence of the thing itself.'    For,' from each thing's essence necessarily follow certain results; and it is competent to nothing but what follows from its nature; therefore the power or endeavour by
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